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CONFIDENTIAL REYKJAVIK 0585 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIS, PFOR, IC, UR 

SUBJECT: FISH CONSERVATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN ICELAND AND USSR 
REF: A) REYKJAVIK 0558; (B) EC BRUSSELS 4203 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . DURING TWO DAY VISIT TO ICELAND, SOVIET MINISTER OF 
FISHERIES ALEKSANDR ISHKOV SIGNED AGREEMENT WITH ICELANDIC 
FOREIGN MINISTER EINAR AUGSTSSON AND FISHERIES MINISTER 
MATTHIAS BJARNASON DEALING WITH COOPERATION BETWEEN USSR 
AND ICELAND ON FISH CONSERVATION AND OCEAN RESEARCH. AGREE- 
MENT ALSO IMVLUDED PROVISION CONCERNING RECIPROCAL RECOG- 
NITION OF 200 MILES LIMITS ON FISHERIES JURISDICTIONS. 

ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT. AGUSTSSON STATED THAT 
AGREEMEMT HAS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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BEEN PUT BEFORE FOREIGN RELATIONS COM- 
MITTEE OF ALTHING (ICELANDIC PARLIAMENT) AND HAD BEEN 
APPROVED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL ICELANDIC POLITICAL 
PARTIES. 

2. EMBASSY IS FORWARDIMG COPY OF ICELANDIC TEXT OX 
AGGEEMENT TO SECSTATE EUR/NE TOGETHER WITH UNOFFICIAL 
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TRANSLATION. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

3. COMMENT: MFA OFFICIAL INFORMED EMBASSY THAT 
AGREEMENT IS REALLY EMPTY SHELL AMB TOTALLY MEANINGLESS. 
SOVIETS HAVE COOPERATED WITH NORDICS FOR YEARS 

ON OCEAN RESEARCH, SO AGREEMENT ADDS NOTHING NEW IN 

THAT AREA. CONSERVATION CLAUSE IS ALSO SIMPLY PRO 

FORMA AND WITHOUT ANY SUBSTANCE. OFFICIAL ALSO NOTED 

THAT TRIP TO ICELAND WAS TO LARGE EXTENT COVER UP 

FOR ISHKOV'S PRESENCE IN BRUSSELS DURING TIME WHEN 

SOVIET OFFICIALS WERE TALKING WITH EEV OFFICIALS ABOUT FISHING 

MATTERS(REF A) MFA OFFICIALS STATED 

THAT ISHKOV HAD BEEN ASKED IF HIS PRESENCE IN BRUSSELS 
HAD IN ANY WAY IMPLIED ADDITIONAL USSR ACCEPTANCE 
OF EEC AS SPOKESMAN FOR MEMBER MATIONS. ISHKOV RE- 
PORTEDLY REPLIED THAT ONLY REASON FOR HIS BEING IN 
BRUSSELS WAS STOPOVER ON HIS JOURNEY TO ICELAND. 

4. MFA OFFICIAL ALSO NOTED THAT SOVIETS WERE ALWAYS 
TRYING TO GET ICELAND TO SIGN ’ MEANINGLESS" AGREE- 
MENTS (SEE REF A). SOVIETS HAD BEEN TRYING TO 

HAVE FISHERIES AGREEMENT WITH ICELAND FOR YEARS AND 
HAD PROPOSED SEVERAL MORE SUBSTANTIVE DOCUMENTS, ALL 
OF WHICH WERE TURNED DOWN BY GOI. APRIL 25 AGREEMENT 
WAS COMPLETELY WATERED DOWN VERSION OF EARLIER APPROACH: 
ICELANDERS CONSIDERED IT HARMLESS SO THEY SIGNED IT. 

END CONFIDENTIAL. 

BLAKE 
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